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The patches of wood on the slope of the plateau, in
the neighbourhood of Wenzelsberg, of the forester's
house, of Sochors, include a number of high-stemmed
pines and other trees, favourable in general to the de-
fensive, but little favourable to any movements save
those of quite small forces.

To sum up, the Waldchen, the church of Wenzelsberg
the surrounding woods supply good " points d'appui '
against an adversary coming from Branka; the efficiency
of the fire for which they allow is limited, however, as
the marching assailant is partly concealed from the
defender by the Branka heights and woods. On the
other hand, to debouch from these Branka heights and
woods remains for the enemy a problematical matter. It
is difficult for him to follow up his attack with artillery
or cavalry.

Against an adversary coming from south-west of
Prowodow, of Sehonow, the places occupied by the
defenders allow for a large use of fire; they form a com-
manding position; those advantages are countered by
the lack of continuous hedges or wood-lines, by the cover,
and the sheltered approaches the assailant finds in the
small woods and in the ravines in front. The strongest
"point d'appui" for defence is the evangelical church.

THE ACTION OF THE VAN OF THE PETJSSIAN ADVANCE
GUARD AGAINST THE HESTWECK BRIGADE : THE
ENTRY INTO ACTION OF THE MAIN BODY OF THE
PRUSSIAN ADVANCE GUARD (8.30, 10.30 a.m.)

(See Sketches B and C.)

It was at Wrchowin that General Hestweck received
from his Uhlans the first report that Prussian troops
were on the Wenzelsberg plateau. He thought it
possible to deduce from this piece of intelligence that
the enemy had established himself on the plateau facing
the south. He decided, in consequence, to oppose him
with one battalion (3rd of the Gorizutti regiment) and
one infantry company (of the Kellner regiment), while
he, with the remainder of his forces, should continue
his march on Schonow and from there against the
enemy's flank*

This detachment, formed on the road to Neustadt,